Boulder County Forest Health Initiative
Updates

Community Forestry Sort Yard Program Announcements:

The Boulder County Forest Health Initiative is pleased to announce that the popular Community
Forestry Sort Yard program will be offered again in 2010. The CFSY program was established in
2008 as a public service to help forest landowners become more active stewards of their land
and to increase utilization of locally produced sustainable wood products.

A collaborative effort with Peak to Peak Wood, the program seeks to provide private forest
landowners a free-of-charge location to dispose of trees cut from their land during forest health
improvement, bark beetle, and defensible space cutting projects. Boulder County’s forests face
numerous challenges, but the sort yards will help landowners create healthier forest
ecosystems and respond to the widespread bark beetle epidemic.

Community Forestry Sort Yard 2010 operation schedule:

The Meeker Park CFSY, located on the Peak-to-Peak Highway near Meeker Park,
will reopen to private forest landowners in early May and will operate until mid-
July. The site, serving north Boulder County and southern Larimer County
residents, will operate Tuesday-Saturday from 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.

The new Nederland CFSY, located on Ridge Road just north of Nederland, is
anticipated to open in early August and will operate into October. Hours for this
site, serving southern Boulder County residents, have not yet been determined.

Dates, hours, and locations of the sort yards are weather dependant and subject to change;
residents should check www.bouldercounty.org/foresthealth for the most up-to-date
operational information. Please visit www.peaktopeakwood.org before starting your cutting
projects to ensure that you cut logs to required lengths.

Bark beetle epidemic escalates on Front Range:

The main justification for establishing Community Forestry Sort Yards in Boulder County is to
help forest landowners respond to the ever increasing bark beetle outbreak. Bark beetle
populations continue to spread in Boulder County and have now impacted more than 97,000
acres of forest in the county. Patches of dead, red trees are becoming more visible each year,
especially along the Peak-to-Peak corridor and many private forest landowners have already


http://www.peaktopeakwood.org/

removed dozens of beetle killed trees from their backyard forest. Unfortunately, beetles are
expected to continue to march out of higher elevation forests and into the lower elevation
ponderosa pine belt.

The epidemic is not over on the Front Range, and if it continues along its current trajectory,
many of the largest pines, including lower elevation ponderosa pine, will be red and dead in the
coming years. A look to Larimer County shows what may be in store for Boulder County’s
forests. In 2009, Larimer County saw a doubling of red, dead trees with almost 500,000 total
acres of forest impacted by beetles.

On a statewide level, bark beetles have chewed their way through 2.9 million acres of mature
pine forest. By the time this bark beetle epidemic comes to a close most Coloradoans will have
felt direct or indirect impacts of bark beetles. Forest landowners and recreationists will
experience the most direct impacts; however, people living out of the forest on the plains have
the potential to be indirectly impacted by beetle ravaged forests. The water that comes out of
plains dweller’s faucets flows from bark beetle impacted forests and if a large wildfire starts in
these forest the consequences to the Denver Metro water supply could be substantial.

Bark beetles are changing the look and feel of Colorado’s forests and everyone will have to
learn to adapt to beetle impacted forests. Land management agencies are not only developing
plans to respond to the current outbreak but also creating long-term plans that will help to
establish healthy future forests for Coloradoans to enjoy.

Parks and Open Space Department Seeks Public Input about Forest Management
Policy:

Boulder County Parks and Open Space staff will present the Draft Forest Management Policy
document at three public meetings on February 24, March 2 and March 4. A brief presentation
will begin at 6:45pm at each open house. Residents are welcome to drop by anytime from
6:30pm to 8pm.

Wednesday, February 24, 6:30pm — 8pm. Hearing Room, Boulder County
Courthouse, 1325 Pearl Street, Boulder

Tuesday, March 2, 6:30pm — 8pm. Lyons Town Hall, 432 5th Ave, Lyons
Thursday, March 4, 6:30pm — 8pm. Nederland Community Center, 750 Hwy 72
North, Nederland

The Draft Forest Management Policy document provides guidance for all Parks and Open Space
properties that contain forested lands. The development of a comprehensive policy is beneficial
for consistent long-term management, given the complexity of forest ecosystems along the
Front Range. The policy will help promote healthy forests by including management for insect
and disease outbreaks, mitigation of catastrophic wildfire risk and its potential effects on
human safety and property, and integrated restoration activities.



The department is accepting public comment on the Draft Forest Management Policy through
March 18. The document is available on the department’s website at
www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org. The public may also get a copy at these two locations:
Boulder County Commissioners’ office, 1325 Pearl Street Mall in Boulder, and Boulder County
Parks and Open Space Headquarters building, 5201 St. Vrain Road in Longmont.

Comments can be submitted by email to forest.policy@bouldercounty.org, or by written
comments to Chad Ricklefs, Boulder County Parks and Open Space, 5201 St. Vrain Road,
Longmont, CO, 80503.
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