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AREAS FLOWN 

I worked out of Gunnison this week and conducted aerial surveys over portions of the San 

Miguel, San Juan and Elk Mountains (Reporting Areas [RAs] 24, 37, 38, 41 and 42).  Total flying 

time was 17.7 hours.  The upper Rio Grande Basin and the extreme eastern portion of RA 41 

(Weminuchee Pass) could not be flown due to Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) over the 

West Fork Complex Fires and associated poor visibility due to smoke.   

HIGHLIGHTS OF OBSERVATIONS 

 

BARK BEETLES 

 

SPRUCE BEETLE – The massive spruce beetle outbreak, which began in the Weminuchee 

Wilderness ca. 2003, continues to expand northward.  Moderate to severe infestations were 

mapped for the first time in Slumgullion Pass and the Slumgullion Slide near Lake City.  

Localized pockets of spruce beetle activity were detected in the upper portions of several 

drainages north of the Slumgullion Slide. Moderate to severe mortality continued on the north 

facing slopes of the Lake Fork Gunnison River Basin above Lake San Cristobal and in Rambouillet 

Park.  Isolated pockets of damage were also detected in spruce stands in upper Henson Creek 

west of Lake City.   

 

Localized pockets of spruce mortality were observed for the second successive year in the 

upper West Fork Cimarron River Basin. 

 

Moderate to severe spruce beetle mortality continued in the upper Los Pinos River Basin of the 

Weminuchee Wilderness.  Damage was detected in several new locations on the south facing 

slopes of the San Juan Range including several drainages of the upper Animas River Basin (Ruby 

Creek, No Name Creek and Ten Mile Creek).  Infestations were also detected in Molas Pass 

south of Silverton. 

   

DOUGLAS-FIR BEETLE – Infestations, which have been under way for several years, reached 

epidemic proportions in and around Ouray. Large group kills of up to 1000 trees were seen 

from the East and West Forks of Dallas Creek and South Baldy Mountain north along the upper 
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Uncompahgre River to Ouray.  On the east side of the Upper Uncompahgre River, infestations 

were detected from Bear Creek north to Cow and Nate Creeks.  Infestations in the Cow Creek 

Basin occurred as far east as the confluence of Cow Creek and Wildhorse Creek. 

Douglas-fir beetle infestations of varying degrees of intensity were found in several tributaries 

of the Lake Fork of the Gunnison River and the Cimarron and Little Cimarron River Basins 

between Gunnison and Montrose.   

Group kills of up to several hundred dead and dying Douglas-fir were detected in the Crystal 

River Basin from Marble north and east to Bulldog Creek and the north facing slopes of Mt. 

Sophris. 

Infestations continued in portions of the Vallecitos Creek basin on the south facing slopes of the 

San Juan Range. 

MOUNTAIN PINE BEETLE – Group kills of 5 to 20 ponderosa pines were detected on Miller 

Mesa, southeast of Ridgeway.  Causal agent is believed to be mountain pine beetle. 

Lodgepole pine forests in and around the Aspen-Snowmass Ski Area and the slopes of Smuggler 

Mountain were free of mountain pine beetle infestations for the second successive year. 

WESTERN BALSAM BARK BEETLE/ROOT DISEASE COMPLEX – Mortality of subalpine fir was 

again seen in many high elevation spruce-fir forests.   

Light to moderate levels of damage were mapped in the Upper San Miguel River Basin, 

especially in Lizard Head Pass, the South Fork of the San Miguel River Basin, the south facing 

slopes of Mt. Sneffels and in forests within the Telluride Ski Area.  Damage also occurred in 

Molas Pass, south of Silverton, and in the upper headwaters of the Dolores and West Dolores 

Rivers. 

Large areas of subalpine fir mortality were also detected in the Elk Mountains from the upper 

Crystal River Basin east to the Roaring Fork. 

DEFOLIATING INSECTS 

 

WESTERN SPRUCE BUDWORM – Defoliation attributed to western spruce budworm occurred in 

Vallecitos Creek, portions of the Animas River Basin south of Silverton and on the north facing 

slopes of Mt. Sneffels. 

ASPEN DEFOLIATION – Areas of aspen defoliation were mapped in several areas on the north 

facing slopes of the San Miguel Mountains west of Telluride.  Small areas of defoliation also 
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occurred on the south facing slopes of the San Miguel Mountains including the Cold Creek 

drainage south of Dolores Peak and in the Willow Creek drainage south of Dunn Peak. 

A large area (several hundred acres) of aspen defoliation occurs at the confluence of the Los 

Pinos River and Flint Creek on the south slopes of the San Juan Range.   

An area of aspen defoliation in the Roaring Judy Creek Basin north of Almont was ground 

checked on 12 July 2013 and determined to be due to an outbreak of large aspen tortrix, 

Choristoneura conflictana. 

OTHER AGENTS 

 

DISCOLORATION AND THINNING OF SPRUCE – A yellowing and thinning of crowns of spruce 

was detected in the midway Creek Drainage, a tributary of Hunter Creek east of the city of 

Aspen.  Cause is unknown. 

 

Next week I will work out of Cañon City and conduct aerial surveys over South Park, Waugh 

Mountain, Pike’s Peak and the Wet Mountains. 


