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Weekly Report 4 – 1-5 Aug 

 

Here is a summary of aerial observations made during the period 1-5 August as part of the 2011 

aerial forest health survey of Colorado. 

 

Areas Surveyed  

 
Ben Pfohl, Assistant District Forester, Boulder District, CSFS and I flew the following areas: 
 

The Rawah Range, from the Wyoming border south to Cameron Pass and east to the 
Laramie River Basin. 

 
Colorado State Forest.  

 
Portions of the Big Thompson River Basin.  

 

High elevation areas of the Front Range from Rocky Mountain National Park south to 

the I 70 corridor, west to Berthoud Pass and the Eisenhower Tunnel and east to Mt. 

Evans.  

 

West of US 285 to the Continental Divide from Kenosha Pass north to Guanella Pass and 

Mt. Evans. 

 

Bark Beetles 
 

Mountain Pine Beetle 
 

As expected, mountain pine beetle was the major insect pest observed during this week’s 

survey.  Infestation levels varied considerably however and ranged from continued aggressive 

tree killing to declines in activity due to host type depletion and/or unknown factors. 
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Much of the mature (> age 60) lodgepole pine component has been killed on the Rawah Range 

and over much of the Colorado State Forest.  However, infestations are continuing in younger 

age class (>age 60) lodgepole pine stands in these areas.  Many stands have attack densities of 

up to 25 new faders/acre.  On the Colorado State Forest, heaviest infestations were mapped in 

higher elevation lodgepole pine stands near the crest of the Rawah Range.   

 

High levels of mountain pine beetle damage in both lodgepole and ponderosa pines were 

mapped along the entire south facing slopes of the Big Thompson Canyon from Green Ridge 

west to Rocky Mountain National Park.  Infestations in most lodgepole pine stands were 

estimated at 25 new faders per acre. 

 

Infestations in lodgepole pine stands in the upper Fall River, Big Thomson River and Bear Lake 

Basins in Rocky Mountain National have declined largely due to depletion of susceptible host 

trees.  Damage is continuing in most lodgepole pine stands from Longs Peak south to South 

Boulder Creek and the East Portal of the Moffat Tunnel.  Areas south of South Boulder Creek 

are experiencing somewhat reduced levels of damage.  Most of the reduction in the number of 

current year’s faders mapped is attributed to host type depletion, especially along the I 70 

corridor from Empire west to Berthoud Pass and the Eisenhower Tunnel. 

 

Infestations in ponderosa pine forests are continuing at high levels in portions of Rocky 

Mountain National Park and on private lands in the vicinity of Estes Park including Deer 

Mountain, Moraine Park, Prospect, Glentrack, Ram’s Horn and Lily Mountains.  Most ponderosa 

pine stands within the city limits of Estes Park appeared to be free of new faders. 

 

A sharp decline in mountain pine beetle activity in lodgepole pine forests was noted in most 

areas south of I 70 including the area from Georgetown south to Guanella Pass and the Chicago 

Creek Basin north of Mt Evans. A decline in mountain pine beetle activity was also noted in the 

Geneva Creek Basin south of Guanella Pass, where heavy damage was mapped in 2008-2010.  

These areas still contain a significant component of mature lodgepole pine and decline in 

activity in these areas does not appear to be due to depletion of host type. 

  
Spruce Beetle 

Spruce beetle infestations declined over the eastern slopes of the Rawah Range (RA 1) and 

most of the mature Engelmann spruce component in this area has been killed by an outbreak 

that was first discovered in 2005.  A few active infestations were detected in mature spruce 

stands along the banks of the Laramie River. 
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Tree mortality by spruce beetle continued in the upper portions of several drainages that flow 

from the north into the Big Thompson River including the Miller and North Forks of the Big 

Thompson River, the Falls Creek Basin, Cow Creek, and the Roaring River.  All or portions of 

some of these drainages are in Rocky Mountain National Park.  Group kills of up to several 

hundred trees were detected.   

 

Hail Damage 
Lodgepole pines on the north facing slope of Tennessee Mountain and near the community of 

Eldora have suffered heavy foliar damage due to a severe hail storm.  This storm occurred 

during late July 2010 and deposited over 8 inches of large hailstones in the affected area.   In 

2010, the aerial survey was made two days after the storm occurred and several areas of aspen 

defoliation were detected.  Foliar damage to the lodgepole pine had not yet developed but was 

seen during ground checks made during August 2010.  Affected area is now highly visible and 

can be seen from distances of up to five miles. 

 

Plans for Next Week 

Plans for my next and final week are to complete portions of the northern Front Range 
including the upper Cache La Poudre Basin, the South Cache La Poudre Basin, Rist Canyon, 
Redstone Canyon and the Buckhorn Creek Basin. 
 
Ciao! 

 


